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kings as well. One of the main characteristics of early
Muslim architecture is its simplicity and, severity. Line
meets line with an austere grace in which there is hardly
any room for superfluous decoration. Even where there are
embellishments, these take the form of geometrical patterns
or calligraphy iaised to a fine art. In the architecture of
northern India, this general principle of Muslim art under-
goes an almost revolutionary change. Hindu and Muslim
elements coalesce to form a new type of architecture. The
severity of Muslim architecture is mellowed down and the
plastic exuberance of Hindu art curtailed. The Saracenic
emphasis on harmony and form is blended with the Indian
emphasis on splendour and decoration. Where the fusion
is complete, we have miracles of architecture like the Taj
Mahal. Often the two systems have not been perfectly
fused and we find domination of the one or the other style.
Architectural curiosities like Fatehpur Sikri or the Itmad-
doula remain as unfulfilled experiments in synthesis.

A nation is immortalised in its art. The political land-
scape may change from day to day and the shifting scenes
leave no permanent impression on the world's mind. Eveix
in philosophy the details often crowd out the outline of the
whole till the soul is lost in the intricacies of the intellect.
In art, however, it is only the simple and the elemental
that remain and stamp themselves upon the racial conscious-
ness. That is why a nation's art reveals its inmost character
and fixes it for succeeding ages and generations.

Of all the arts, painting is perhaps the most elemental
and permanent. Words are counters in man's social inter-
course. With change in social forms they also change.
Music is elemental, but it is hardly permanent. The feelings
it evokes are so fleeting and formless that its appeal seldom
goes beyond a vague stirring of the soul. Its lack of definite
ness disqualifies it fpr the full expression of the peculiar
racial genius of a people.
Painting reaches back to the fundamentals and yet